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 “FUELED BY FAITH” 

 (Introductory Message – Part Two) 
(Hebrews 11:1; Romans 10:17) 

 
 
 

 

Intro … Last Sunday morning we launched a brand new series of messages –  

a series entitled: “FUELED BY FAITH” – an exposition of Hebrews 11.  

 

Now for this series and in keeping with the title of the series, I’ve chosen  

an image that hopefully will stick in our minds and help us to remember 

that we must continually ‘Fuel Up’.  

 

 
Here then, once again, is our … 

 

SERIES KEY CONCEPT … 

 

FAITH is what FUELS the CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

Those who live it BEST are those who KEEP their TANK full. 
 

And the HIGHER the OCTANE the BETTER! 
 

 

And as we proceed through Hebrews 11 we will discover a number of 

‘Octane-Elevating Additives’ that will produce the highest performing  

faith possible – a faith that will truly ‘please God’ and ‘honor God’. 

That’s what’s coming in the weeks ahead. But first things first … 

 

Today in a kind of introduction part two, I want us to consider these two 

questions that I initially raised last week … 

 

 

TWO KEY INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS … 

 

WHAT exactly is FAITH and HOW exactly do we FILL up? 
(Hebrews 11:1 and Romans 10:17) 

 

Let’s take the first one first … 

 



 

WHAT EXACTLY IS FAITH? 
 

 

Three things I would want us to have in our minds – three aspects of faith  

that we must keep straight – I’ve put it in a form that I hope we can  

easily remember. 

 

First of all … 

 

* Faith is SOMETHING TO KNOW … Key Word: CONTENT 
 

“Contend for the faith (pistis) that was once for all DELIVERED to the saints” 

(Jude 3) 

 

“The Faith” is the sum total of all the truths that God has revealed; “The Faith”  

is a body of information typically summarized in a “Statement of Faith”;  

“The Faith” is that core body of belief that all true followers of Christ  

hold dear and that binds them to one another. 

 

Even in the earliest days of the Christian Church there were those who were 

already challenging and perverting key elements of ‘The Faith’ – distorting the 

teachings of Christ and the truths concerning Christ. 

 

Our world is full of those who in one way or another would do the same Today. 

Our church like thousands of others identifies itself by a ‘Statement of Belief’ in 

which we seek to concisely state the key elements of true, biblically based, 

God-Pleasing Faith. Each year on Membership Sunday we are given the 

opportunity to ‘Walk the Aisle’ and sign our name to a document that affirms 

our commitment to the Sonlife Community Church Statement of Faith. 

 

As we proceed through the Eleventh Chapter of Hebrews we will discover that 

some of those ‘Octane-Elevating Additives’ that produce ‘High-Performance 

Faith’ are additives of Content – things to know. 

 

Now, secondly, in addition to being ‘Something to Know’ …  

 

* Faith is SOMETHING TO DO … Key Word: COMMITMENT 
 

“BELIEVE in (pistuo) the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.” 

(Acts 16:31) 

 

 



That’s what the Apostle Paul said to the Jailer in Philippi the night the great 

earthquake hit and the prison doors were thrown open and he feared that all 

the prisoners had escaped. He was fearful for his life and in that fearful 

moment he cried out … “What must I do to be saved?” 

 

There’s more than ‘knowing’ that is involved in the Christian Faith – one could 

pass a theology exam with a perfect score and not yet possess God-Pleasing, 

God-Commending, Soul-Saving Faith. 

 

Here’s what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Church in Rome as he explained 

some of the dynamics of Christian Faith … 

 
“If you will confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and BELIEVE (pistuo) 

in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

(Romans 10:9) 

 

You notice the change in wording here … We were talking about a thing – 

‘Faith’ and now we are talking about an action – ‘believe’. 

 

That’s because we are English-speakers and the English language does not 

possess a verb form for the noun ‘faith’ … There is no acceptable English way 

to say ‘I am faithing’ or ‘I need to faith’ or for me to urge you ‘to faith’. 

 

The best we can do is to say ‘I need to exercise faith’ … ‘I need to keep faith’ 

but more generally we use other English words to communicate what we 

mean. We usually use the word as translated here: ‘Believe’ … “Believe in 

Christ”. “Trust in Christ” – “Commit yourself to Christ”.  These are all  

understood to be actions of purpose and will. 

 

The Greek speaker, like the Apostle Paul, did not have that problem. 

In the Greek language the noun form of ‘faith’ was ‘pistis’ and the verb or 

action form of ‘faith’ was ‘pestuo’ so it was very easy to see that Paul was 

talking about the same thing that Jude was talking about. ‘Faith’ is both 

something to know and something to do – it involves both content and 

commitment. 

 

As we work our way through that Eleventh Chapter of Hebrews, we will 

discover that some of those ‘Octane-Elevating Additives’ that produce 

‘High-Performance Faith’ are additives of Commitment – things to do. 

 

Now then here is the third thing. 

 



In addition to being ‘Something to know’ and ‘Something to do’ … 

 

* Faith is SOMETHING TO FEEL … Key Word: CONFIDENCE 

 

Here we finally pop into our target chapter … the very first verse. 

 
“Faith is being SURE of what we hope for and CERTAIN of what we do not see.” 

(Hebrews 11:1) 

 

Here the word ‘faith’ refers to a condition of heart and perhaps of mind as 

well. Faith is a condition of certainty or stability as in …  
 

‘I’m living by faith’… “I’m trusting God’ … ‘I’m waiting on God’. 

 

This is the element of faith that brings peace to the heart and sometimes 

amazement in the world – as in … “How can you be so calm?” 

 

Certainly as we work our way through Hebrews chapter eleven, we are 

going to discover that some of those “Octane-Elevating Additives’ that 

produce a ‘High-Performing Faith’ are additives of Confidence –  

things to feel. 

 

So, in an introductory way, that answers our first Key Question: 

 

WHAT IS FAITH? … 
 

Faith is Something To Know and Something to Do and Something to Feel! 

 

Let’s turn our attention now to the second of those Introductory Questions … 

 

HOW EXACTLY DO WE FILL UP? 
 

That’s a question that Christians have asked since the very beginning …  

 

How can I increase my faith?  

How can I know and do and feel all that God-Pleasing faith entails? 

 

And here was the Apostle Paul’s answer … 
 

“By HEARING … the WORD of CHRIST!” 
 

 “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the ‘message’, and the  

‘message’ is heard through the word of Christ.” 
(Romans 10:17) 

 



NOTE … 

 

* This is CHRISTIAN Faith we are TALKING about. 
 

This is the faith revealed in the teachings of Jesus Christ Himself. There are many  

other ‘faiths’ in the world but none of them arise to ‘God-Pleasing’ levels. 

 

 

* This is CHRISTIAN Faith we are FUELED by. 
 

Only the Christian Faith has the ability to completely satisfy the mind  

and the will and the soul of man. Anything else will fall short. 

 

 

* The CHRISTIAN Faith is FAITH’S FINAL FORMULATION … 

The HIGHEST POSSIBLE OCTANE! 

 
God has been perfecting this formula from the days of Adam onward. The ancients (whose 

deeds are recorded in Hebrews 11) anticipated this final formulation – the writer of Hebrews 

concluded the eleventh chapter with these words:  

 

“All these (the ancient ones) were commended for their faith, yet none of them  

received what had been promised. God had planned something better for us  

so that only together with us would they be made perfect.” 

(Hebrews 11:39-40) 

 

And so we come now to … 

 

OUR SERIES KEY DEFINITION …  
 

FAITH: “CONFIDENT COMMITMENT to the  

CONTENT of the WORD of CHRIST” 
 

 

Now that’s ‘God-Pleasing Faith’ … that’s the kind of faith that will be 

exercised by those who ‘diligently seek Him’ … 

 

Final Thot … 

 

High OCTANE Faith PRODUCES A High PERFORMANCE Life. 

Let’s SEEK it out! 

 

 


